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Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren 

May 2014 

1 Alda Miller 

8 Pidge Rhodes 

10 Brandon Over 

11 Kendall Knicely 

12 Miles Sandin 

13 Brenda Liskey 

13 Dwight Miller 

15 Andrea Mullens 

17 Jay Hensley 

22 Andrew Moran 

24 Donna Miller 

26 Jeremy Rhodes 

26 David Simmons 

29 Julie Rhodes 

29 Finley Grove 

30 Greg Corder 

30 Natalie Wisman 

If your birthday is this month and you 

don’t see your name, contact the 

church office at the number above. 

4—All-Church Birthday   
Party, 12:15 pm 
6—Women’s Fellowship, 
7pm 
10—Mother/Daughter     
Banquet, 6 pm 
13—Mixed Bible Study, 10 
am 
14—Women’s Fellowship, 
9:30 am 
15—Leadership Team, 7 pm 
16-17—Disaster Relief     
Auction 
18—Youth Sunday 
18—Newsletter Items Due 
27—Mixed Bible Study, 10 
am 
31—Men’s Fellowship, 7:15 
am 
 

This month’s birthdays 

My thanks to the Beaver Creek congregation for the special opportunity to serve 

as your "pinch pastor" during Pastor Glenn's sabbatical.  It was a privilege to 

learn to know many of you and to utilize my pastoral skills in preaching, wor-

ship planning, and pastoral care for your benefit.  You are to be commended for 

your devotion to Christ and the responsibility with which you engage in Chris-

tian community, ministry, and mission.  My special thanks for the expressions 

of appreciation on March 30:  a delicious and well-attended carry-in meal, a 

card with special expressions of appreciation and the signatures from many of 

you, the beautiful flowers, and the Christmas ornament which will bring back 

memories of the time with you every Christmas.  Linda joins me to extending 

our appreciation for the recognition and for our fellowship and worship with 

you.  Blessings & Peace, Robert  

 

We would like to thank folks in the Beaver Creek Congregation for their cards 

and prayers during David's back surgery and recovery and on the recent death of 

Janet"s sister, MaryLee Lilly.  Your thoughtfulness and concern are very much 

appreciated! David & Janet Bollinger 

 

Message (in-part) from the Moderator, Nancy Sollenberger Heishman 

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!”  With 

these words the apostle Paul greeted the Philippians and began the warmest and 

most affectionate of his letters. This year at Annual Conference we will begin 

each day focused on a portion of Paul’s letter to the Philippians.  Through Bible 

study, worship, prayer and reflection it is my prayer that we will be inspired by 

the way God used Paul’s faithfulness to build the church of Jesus 

Christ...  When our family lived in Santo Domingo, we became friends with a 

Dutch missionary family who lived across the street.  Kina and Max led their six 

children in a tradition of discerning their “life verse” for each New Year.  That 

practice has inspired me over the years to ponder just what verse might sum up 

God’s call in my life of discipleship at each stage.  If I were to choose a verse 

for this year it would be Philippians 2:5 – “Let the same mind be in you that was 

in Christ Jesus.”  In pondering the context of this verse, I hear the call to allow 

the Spirit of Christ within me to transform my attitude, thoughts, and actions to 

be more Christ-like each day. In a recent interview, British theologian and writ-

er N.T Wright commented that the way we get to know who we are and where 

we’re called is through soaking ourselves in the scripture 

much more than we ever imagined we had to, soaking 

ourselves in prayer, participating in the ordinances of the 

church, and listening intently to the cries of those in pain 

and poverty around us.  Somehow, says Wright, Jesus 

will come afresh to us and through us in ways we cannot 

imagine or predict, let alone control. 

 

May it be so this year at Annual Conference, 

 

Nancy Sollenberger Heishman, 

2014 Annual Conference Moderator 

Thanks and message from AC Moderator  
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Cheyenne Cline shares experience, insight, and photos from Africa 

 

These Church Development and Evangelism Tips come via the weekly communications from the Shenandoah District. 

As Christians we don't seem to have trouble sharing the physical things in life, such as clothes, food or a helping hand. Not many of us would 

hesitate to share food/water with the hungry. We all agree that neglecting to do so when we have so much would be greedy and selfish. 

However, those of us who are in Christ are also rich spiritually. How often do we share the living bread and water with those who are spirit-

ually hungry and thirsty? Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give them 

will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life." (John 4:13-14 NIV) "I am 

the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life 

of the world." (John 6:51 NIV) Let us go and share the greatest news of all!    

Pam Foster 

Forest Chapel Church of the Brethren 

By Cheyenne Cline  
     As most of you should know by now, my 
passion lies in agriculture. I’ve always en-
joyed the simple, yet hectic, life of growing 
up on a farm, chose to follow that passion 
through college, and in a short couple of 
weeks, I will be joining the Harrisonburg 
Farm Credit team as a full-time employee, 
where I will be able to continue this passion 
as I assist others in pursuing their agricultur-
al goals.   
     My trip to Africa was the perfect combi-
nation of agriculture and serving others.  
Our main goal was to help the people of 
Santamba village, a small village on the West 
Coast of Senegal, Africa, improve their agri-
cultural production. In the short amount of 
time that we spent in the village, we did all 
that we could to help. We demonstrated the 
silage compacter prototypes that we had 
brought with us, set up a man-powered wa-
ter purifier and showed the villagers how to 
use it, shared dried mango with the villag-
ers, and collected data on the current seeder 
used by the villagers so that we could share 
this information with VT Engineers who 
would be building them an improved seeder.      
We spent four days working in Santamba 
Village, but from day one, we were never 
outsiders.   
     The color of our skin didn’t matter, nor 
did the language barrier. A hug, a hand, a 
simple smile could say so much more than 
the words that our society has come to rely 
on. We were experts in our field and the 
villagers were so enthusiastic to learn what 
we had to share with them.  
     Despite living in a third world country, 
these people were truly happy and so incred-
ibly proud of who they were. They cooked 

for us, danced for us, and sang for us and 
were not ashamed of the grass huts and sod 
houses they called home. They listened in-
tently to what we had to say and were eager 
to share their experiences with us in hopes 
that we could help them better their practic-
es.    
     Whether I was showing an elementary 
age child how to plant a shoot of lettuce for 
their school’s garden, taking in a gorgeous 
African sunset, or demonstrating to Santam-
ba villagers how to use the silage compacter 
we had brought with us, I could feel God’s 
presence and I knew I was exactly where I 
was supposed to be.  
     The organization that I traveled to Africa 
with was non-religious and we didn’t go to 
Africa to be missionaries, but to guide their 
people in agricultural advancement. I should 
have known that God would jump out at me 
when I least expected it, and in the midst of 
all of the research and projects, this verse 
came to mind. 
     “I planted the seed and Apollos watered it. But 
God is the one who made it grow. So the one who 
plants is not important, and the one who waters is 
not important. The one who plants and the one 
who waters have the same purpose, and each will 
be rewarded for his own work. We are God’s work-
ers, working together; you are like God’s farm, 
God’s house.” 1 Corinthians 3:6-9 
     Don’t ask me why I thought of this, or 
even how, because it’s never been a verse I 
memorized or one that I would even choose 
to encourage me on a bad day. Before my 
trip to Africa, I had only skimmed over it 
when looking for other verses, but since my 
return, it’s been one that I turn to on a regu-
lar basis and has been highlighted and re-
highlighted in my Bible. What an incredible 

display of God’s love and passion for farmers 
and agriculturalists. Most of us are too famil-
iar with farming as a career, my family in-
cluded, and we all know the daily stresses of 
a sick calf, a lost field of corn due to a pro-
longed drought, or an avian flu outbreak and 
the effects that all these can have on our 
paycheck and our own food supply. But, I 
bet not all of us have thought of farmers as 
God’s right hand man. This passage from 
first Corinthians shows how sacred a 
farmer’s relationship with God is. What 
greater honor than to be engaged with God 
in accomplishing his glorious plans. We are 
God’s co-workers, working hand in hand 
with Him to feed ourselves, our families, 
and the world. I can’t think of a better in-
dustry to be part of or a better career to 
pursue, even if I must struggle to meet my 
needs on Earth.  
     The time I spent in Africa was irreplacea-
ble, and even though I wasn’t preaching, I 
was still able to share the Good Word 
through my actions and passions. As 1 Co-
rinthians 3:6-9 tells us, we can plant and 
water our crops as much and as often as we 
want, but it is God who allows our crop to 
grow and who provides our harvest. My 
ability to share my passion for agriculture 
with the people of Santamba is a God-given 
gift, one that I can only hope to continue to 
use throughout my lifetime. I, as a person, 
can only do so much, but I, as a disciple of 
Christ, can do so much more. Through my 
experience in Africa I have learned that even 
the smallest of acts can make a large differ-
ence, and when combined with the power of 
God, can turn a whole nation around.  
  

Until next time, Africa. 

Above: Planting trees at the 

community center with high-

schoolers from the village. 

Left: The villagers were really 

excited about the water purifi-

er because even the small chil-

dren could do it, and thought it 

was fun! 

This is my favorite picture from the whole trip.  We couldn’t speak the 

same language, but they sure knew what a hug and a smile meant.  I can’t 

wait to see these beautiful faces again. 

Chopping grasses 

and watermelon 

to make silage.  

The watermelon 

provides mois-

ture for the silage 

so that it can 

ferment easier 

during Senegal’s 

dry period. 
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Kingsway Ministries Inspires Potential Prison Ministry 

By Greg Evans 
     For the past 10 weeks the men’s Bible study that meets 
at 6:00 AM on Tuesday mornings has been doing a video 
study on “Stepping Up.”  This series produced by Dennis 
Rainey and Family Life has had such impact on us that we 
actually just finished going through it for the second time.  
     I know your thinking we must be slow learners—
remember it is 6 AM and we are eating Elizabeth’s home-
made sausage gravy. While the early morning hour seems 
a good excuse, the truth is the content was so challenging 
the first time that we found ourselves simply over-
whelmed. We fell into the trap of studying and gaining 
knowledge without putting anything into practice. When 
we decided to repeat the series we committed to 
“Stepping up” and putting what we were learning into 
action.  
     That is why the morning that we watched the story of a 
prisoner and the impact a stranger from the outside had 
on him, I was not surprised when Kenny said “Hey we 
should do that.” After some conversation, KingsWay Min-
istries was mentioned and we decide to investigate.  
     We are now working with KingsWay in the training 
and discerning process. KingsWay operates under the 
principal of a Scripture that has been life changing for me-
Matthew 25:31-46. With this verse in mind, they offer 
many different opportunities to serve Jesus and impact 
somebody: visiting an inmate, being a pen-pal, being a life 
mentor when somebody is released, plus others.  
     The one thing I learned at our first training is that like 
everything it takes commitment. Simply visiting some-
body once might not say much, but returning month after 
month and eventually they are going to ask “why are you 
here?” I also know that according to Matthew 25 we are 
not going to be taking Jesus into the prison—He is already 
there and that is why we go. 
     Our Tuesday morning men’s group consist of Brad 
Eckard, Jim Grove, Chris Southerly, Kenny Wheelbarger 
and Greg Evans. Joining us at KingsWay training are Mag-
gie Rhodes and Elizabeth Evans. We welcome you to join 
us in either group.  

By Kenny Wheelbarger 
     As I watched the video “Stepping Up” one morning they were talking to a 
man in prison and a man on the outside working with him. I saw an oppor-
tunity that I “should” be able to do. I know those men have screwed up. Have 
I not? In my KingsWay training the other night we learned that some of these 
men never get a visit from family or friends. Maybe their family has no mon-
ey or transportation to go there. One way a person can help minister to these 
guys is be available to take their family (wife/kids/parents) to visit with 
them.   
    Another way to be a Christian is to be a pen pal to someone.   I could only 
imagine that if my Dad had run out on my family and I ended up with the 
wrong crowd and then ended up in jail, how great would it be to have a fa-
therly figure to write to. Maybe this man on the outside could pray for me 
and write to me about “life”. Maybe I could see what I am missing and maybe 
I could see that someone cares for me. Someone I didn’t know.  And maybe 
through them I could see Jesus working. 
     You could also teach these men some skills they need to survive and sup-
port their family. Some of these men can’t read.  Some don’t have a clue 
what a cell phone or internet are. I have enough trouble with my money and 
budgeting, what if I didn’t have any math skills to work with. 
    The opportunity that I find pulling me, is to go. Set down with another 
one of God’s children and listen and talk. Pray for this man. Maybe he has a 
five year old and a two year old at home. Maybe we have a hobby in com-
mon. Maybe he likes the Dallas Cowboys. Maybe he just needs someone to 
talk with.  Maybe he needs to know that that he is worth something and that 
Jesus died on the cross for him. The same as he did for us.  
     Another way to help, is to be there when they get released.  I feel that this 
is probably the hardest. How many things can go wrong with this idea. Do I 
trust in God enough to help this person?  I do work for people all the time.  I 
never know when I go to a new client if everything is going to go as planned 
or safely.  Can’t I give this person the same chance. Maybe, just maybe I find 
this man to be a great asset to my life too. Maybe he will help me see Jesus 
better and both our lives are changed for the better. I know that this could be 
a possibility, because I am a long way from perfect. 
     If this touches your heart and you want to reach out to one of God’s chil-
dren, then Step Up. I hope that you will at least pray for those in need. Grab 
my hand in church and let me know what is in your heart. Maybe we can do 
this together.  

With all God’s love. 
Kenny Wheelbarger 

This is a combined “2-email” update. Pictures to come in the June newsletter. 
 
     We found a building to use a ministry center! The building was 
formerly a small produce store about 3/4 of a mile off the main road 
in our little town. It has space for youth gatherings and prayer meet-
ings, and a large outdoor patio we can use in nice weather. Thank 
you to all who have prayed for this and who have given financially 
specifically to this cause. Continue to pray, but the arrangement 
should be official on Monday. At that point, we'll need to do some 
thorough cleaning as the space has been empty for many years. 
Then, some chairs and basic furnishing will finish it off. We are real-
ly looking forward to expanding our ability to minister with this 
space.  
     Those of you following the political situation in Ukraine likely 
know that it is still quite tense. Multiple major news outlets have 
reported that NATO representatives say Russia has not withdrawn 
troops as promised, and that it has the ability to invade Ukraine 
within days. Continue to pray for this situation. Pray for peace, but 
pray also that if war comes, the church will be prepared to be a light 
in the darkness. 
     We continue to feel like progress is being made with the youth 
we minister to here. Our hope is to show them that Christianity is 
not just for their parents, but that they can seek God wholeheartedly 
and serve him in their youth, just as the apostles also were youth. 
Culturally, there is great resistance to the idea that young people 
could do or say or think anything of value; we hope to help eradicate 
this idea so that believers of all ages can contribute to the life and 
work of the church in meaningful ways. 
     As always, we are grateful to all of you who are participating in 

the work we are doing through prayer, encouragement, and finan-
cial support! Grace and peace to you all,    
     Greetings to everyone! 
     Progress has begun on the building we are renting to use as a 
ministry center. A believer named Vasya from a nearby town is help-
ing us do some work patching the ceiling and re-plastering walls. 
Dan Swegger, who has nearly finished his two-week trip here, also 
helped us get the main portion of the building cleaned up. Work has 
been halted for the moment as we prepare this week to celebrate 
Easter, but next week we should have the space ready to be fur-
nished. The cost of materials and labor for getting the place usable 
will end up being around $400. Here are some estimated costs of 
additional things we'll need in order to fully function there; you can 
help by donating the cost of a few chairs, a table, or an electric tea 
kettle: 
Chairs - $25 (20 needed) 
Tea Kettle - $20 (2 needed) 
Tables - $50 (3 needed) 
Dish Sets - $30 (3 needed) 
     As we mentioned, Dr. Dan has been with us for nearly two 
weeks now, and has had several opportunities to serve the local 
community of believers. Apart from helping out at the new building, 
he has shared some biblical teaching in the church, at a meeting of 
the English Club, and in a small meeting of believers in the village of 
Luhy. The local pastor has also asked him to share the Easter mes-
sage this Sunday. 
     Thanks again to everyone who has continually supported us 
through finances, prayers, and encouragement! May the Spirit of the 
Lord be with you all as you celebrate his resurrection! 

Ministry Center Update from Steele and Alice 
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March Leadership Team Minutes 

 

Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren 
Leadership Team Meeting 
March 20, 2014  
     Present:  Jeanette Hess, Candy Hulvey, 
Donna Miller, Denise Shiflet, Marlin Sim-
mons, Kenny Wheelbarger, Bill Wood, 
Charles Wright.  Ex-Officio:  Darlene 
LaPrade – Church Clerk.  Absent:  Glenn 
Bollinger, Evy Kaye Sandin. 
     Donna Miller called the meeting to order 
at 7:02 pm.  Jeanette Hess opened with de-
votions. 
The minutes from the previous meeting 
were approved. The Treasurer’s report was 
distributed and approved. The master calen-
dar was passed around for each team to add 
events. Donna reminded everyone that there 
is a fundraiser for Open Doors being held on 
March 22. 
Focus Team Reports: 
Worship: Candy Hulvey reported that the 
Sunrise Service will be held on Sunday, April 
20. There will be a carry-in meal after 
church on March 30 to show appreciation to 
Pastor Alley and all that helped during 
Glenn’s sabbatical. The Fellowship Team 
will help with set-up for the meal. 
Christian Education:  Jeanette Hess re-
ported that it is not certain if a Brethren 
Woods camp representative is needed.  If 
one is needed, securing a rep would fall un-
der Christian Ed. Team, not Out-
reach.  Jeanette will follow up with Tess and 
Debbie regarding this matter. 
Facilities:  Marlin Simmons reported that a 
walk-through of the church has been com-
pleted.  The outside lights have been fixed. 
Deacons:  Bill Wood reported that the 
Deacons have been doing extra visitation 
during Glenn’s sabbatical and their extra 
efforts have been appreciated. 
Ministry:  Bill Wood reported that the 
team will meet with Glenn on April 1.  Bill 
also reported that the Men’s Fellowship will 
meet Saturday, March 29. 
Congregational Care:  No report. 
Finance:  Charles Wright reported that the 
team has not met and no meeting has been 
scheduled. 

Fellowship:  Denise Shiflet reported that the 
Easter Egg Hunt will be held on April 
19.  Sharon Moore has agreed to organize 
this event.  The All-Church Birthday Party 
will be held on May 4.  A women’s tea led 
by Linda Alley will be held on either April 
12 or May 25.  The Brethren Woods Church 
Retreat will be held on September 19-21. 
Outreach and Missions:  No report. 
Pastoral Concerns:  No report. 
Old Business:  The Homecoming Commit-
tee will consist of the following mem-
bers:  Deb Hoover, Denny Miller, and Faye 
Wampler. 
New Business:  The Church Financial Secre-
tary position needs to be filled for next 
year.  Donna asked members to be thinking 
of names for possible replacement. 
Other Business:  Polity Review:  The fol-
lowing Articles were reviewed and changes 
made as needed. Article #1 – Personnel 
Selection and Tenure. Charles Wright made 
a motion to strike out “including its own 
membership” and change the polity to state 
that members of the Gifts and Calling Team 
should be appointed by the Leadership 
Team.  Jeanette Hess seconded the motion 
and it was approved. Marlin Simmons made 
a motion to strike the whole last sentence of 
Article IX, paragraph #1 of the constitu-
tion.  After discussion, it was decided to re-
visit this matter at a later meeting. Article 
#3 – Staff Employment Procedures No 
changes.  A report/evaluation is needed. No 
changes No changes 
Question rose as to whether an annual re-
view is being done?  Pastor-yes.  Not sure 
about secretary, custodian, and choir direc-
tor.  Do these positions have contracts in 
writing? Article #4 – Church Officers’ Du-
ties Officers defined as Treasurer, Clerk, 
Financial Secretary, and Moderator 
No changes Strike “non-voting” No changes 
Audit should fall under direction of Finance 
Team, not Leadership Team Add:  The Fi-
nancial Secretary shall prepare the annual 
giving statements. The meeting was ad-
journed at 8:25 p.m. 

Good Friday Lenten Campfire—Photo by Doug Wood 

Bill and Douglas lead sunrise service on "Thomas's 

Story” - Photo by Jane Wood 

All ages enjoy seeing Sweet Pea on Palm Sunday—

Photo by Bill Wood 

Youth making peanut butter eggs—Photo by Doug 

Wood 

Photos and article of Lady’s Tea        

coming in June! 


